PRINCIPLES OP LEGISLATION

for the use of the public. If this is not done, a
public official does the work and collects the
pay by taxation. In most communities, peo-
ple must keep their walks clear of snow, see
that their garbage is removed at proper times,
and perform other acts for the benefit of the
public. In this direction also the difficulty is
to determine how far the state shall go and
what acts shall be considered merely private.
In most states if a person makes a will for
the disposition of his property after his death,
he must make it under certain restrictions,
providing properly for his wife and children.
If the provision is not so good as thought wise
under the law, a widow at times can take her
choice between what the law for intestacy
would give her and what the will provides.
In many states the private individual is com-
pelled to do things that the legislature has
declared to be for the good of the state; in
some, even, laws have been passed to compel
bachelors to marry at a certain age, otherwise
they are under penalty of fine, though in most
states such a law would be considered extreme.

[85]